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Following the Australian Health Ministers’ Conference on 22 April, all states and territories along with the
Commonwealth have endorsed the five new national strategies for blood-borne viruses [1]A small infective
organism which is incapable of reproducing outside a host cell. (BBVs) and sexually transmissible infections (STIs 

NAPWA participated in the drafting and development process, along with other stakeholders in the HIV partnership.

The strategies were released with the following communique:
“Ministers today endorsed five new national strategies for blood borne viruses (BBVs) and sexually transmissible
infections (STIs).  For the next three years, these documents will guide policies in relation to the prevention, testing,
treatment and more in relation to BBVs and STIs.  The documents were developed in a spirit of cooperation with
significant contributions from community stakeholders, research organisations, medical professionals and state and
territory health departments.”

The five strategies are:

The Sixth National HIV Strategy;
The First National Hepatitis B Strategy;
The Second National Sexually Transmissible Infections Strategy;
The Third National Hepatitis C Virus (HCV [3]Hepatitis C virus.) Strategy; and
The Third National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Blood Borne Viruses and Sexually Transmissible
Infections Strategy

We now await the consultation drafts of the Implementation Plans.

You can see the strategies on the Department of Health and Ageing website www.health.gov.au [4]  
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Links:
[1] http://www.napwa.org.au/glossary/term/125
[2] http://www.napwa.org.au/glossary/term/188
[3] http://www.napwa.org.au/glossary/term/132
[4] http://www.napwa.org.au/www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-natioal-strategies-2010
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