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TV star’s gift to Indigenous people with HIV 
TV star Erika Heynatz has helped support a landmark cultural project to raise awareness of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people living with HIV/AIDS. 

The winner of the inaugural season of Channel 7’s talent contest “It Takes Two” chose to have the proceeds 
from phone votes supporting her donated to the AIDS Trust of Australia to help Indigenous Australians, and 
part of those proceeds have gone towards the presentation of a unique musical collaboration to highlight the 
impact of HIV/AIDS on Indigenous communities. 

The CD Two Songs for Healing features the work of Sam Barsah and Tim Bishop, two Sydney-based 
performers who have worked to raise awareness of Indigenous HIV issues for many years. Produced by 
Tanya Bowra, the CD features two original songs – ‘Earth Mother’ and ‘His Spirit Flies’ – which 
acknowledge the devastating impact of HIV on Indigenous communities and celebrate their survival. It has 
been produced as a project of the Positive Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Network (PATSIN), a 
national alliance of Indigenous people. 

“We are really grateful to Erika for her support,” said PATSIN convenor Terrilee Simpson. “The launch of 
this CD is an important milestone for our network, and Erika’s generous support has helped make this 
possible. PATSIN is empowering indigenous people to speak out about HIV in their communities, raising 
awareness of the impact of HIV on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, and working to end the 
AIDS epidemic through grass-roots action which directly involves people living with and affected by HIV. 
Erika’s support makes her a partner in that process.” 

The CD is available for sale from the NAPWA website (www.napwa.org.au).  

 

MEDIA ADVISORY: ERIKA HEYNATZ TO LAUNCH ‘TWO SONGS FOR HEALING’ 

LOCATION: The Darlington Centre, Darlington Road/City Road, University of Sydney 

DATE/TIME: Tuesday 27 March 2007, 6:00 PM 

To be launched by ERIKA HEYNATZ, along with representatives of PATSIN and NAPWA. Performances 
by TIM BISHOP, SAM BARSAH, and FRESHWATER. 

This is a private function. Media wishing to attend should contact Paul Kidd (0438 203 754) or Scott 
Lockhart (8568 0305) prior to the event. 

 

For more details contact: 

Terrilee Simpson – PATSIN Convenor – (0437) 527 101 
Paul Kidd – NAPWA Media Officer – (03) 9285 5358 or (0438) 203 754 
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